
                      

 

 

Terms of Reference – MESA malERA Refresh Panels  

 

Background 

The Malaria Eradication Scientific Alliance (MESA) advances the science of malaria 

eradication for impact through three principal functions: 

1. Providing the community with a dedicated platform to drive an evidence-based 

approach to global malaria eradication. 

2. Creating knowledge management tools to accelerate and expand the impact of the 

relevant evidence base. 

3. Accelerating research, especially in areas relevant for policy makers and 

programmes. 

 

In consultation with the community, MESA is leading the ‘MESA malERA Refresh’ 

process to update the malaria eradication research and development agenda (malERA) 

first published in 2011.  

 

Goal and objectives 

The overarching goal is to update the multi-disciplinary R&D agenda for malaria 

elimination and eradication, which can be acted upon by the malaria community, 

scientific community, and funders to accelerate progress. 

 

The goal will be achieved in consultation with six expert Panels which assess the 

progress made since the first malERA, examine current hypotheses, and identify the 

priority research areas which need to be addressed moving forward. The final output will 

be a scientific publication. 

 

MESA malERA Refresh Panels 

 Basic science and enabling technologies 

 Insecticide and drug resistance 

 Characterizing the reservoir and measuring transmission 



   

 

 Tools for elimination 

 Combination interventions and modelling 

 Health systems and policy research 

 

Panels will address the following key questions: 

 

 PAST - What has evolved in the evidence base in this field since malERA? 

 PRESENT - What are our current hypotheses? What is currently being tested and 

researched? What is challenging these hypotheses?  

 FUTURE - What hypotheses need to be tested? What innovation is needed? What 

are the priorities areas for research in the next 5-10 years?  

 

The MESA malERA Refresh Panels each have a chair and co-chair who work with a 

Leadership Group that oversee the process.  

 

The process is collaborative and transparent. A diverse set of experts are directly 

involved as panellists and inputs from the wider malaria community are sought via the 

online consultation platform. Cross-fertilization between panels is facilitated by the 

Panel chairs.  

 

 

Panel and Panel members’ responsibilities 

 Active participation and contribution to the Panel’s consultations (remotely and 

in-person). 

 In the Panel’s given field, define how the evidence-base has evolved and is 

evolving, since malERA (last 5-6 years). 

 In the Panel’s given field, define the key research areas and questions which need 

to be addressed in the next 5-10 years to accelerate progress towards malaria 

elimination and eradication. 

 Prioritize those needs. 



   

 

 Identify research needs which overlap or cut-across other disciplines in the 

malaria elimination and eradication research agenda. 

 Contribute to, review, and comment on the meeting reports. 

 Contribute to writing, reviewing, and revising the scientific publication. 

 Participate in the dissemination of outputs generated though the MESA malERA 

Refresh process.  

 

Meeting arrangements 

Panels will work remotely and through one or more face-to-face meetings. The MESA 

coordination team organise the travel, accommodation and logistics for the MESA 

malERA Resfresh Panel meetings. The Travel Manager is Desiree Van Der Mei 

desiree.vandermei@isglobal.org. 

 


