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BACKGROUND METHODS
In the context of the RBM 
VCWG meeting, we present 
an in-depth review of a 
specific research area 
(“deep dive”) as an example 
of how vector research can 
be tracked, including the 
current investments and 
timings of expected 
outputs, and how this 
evidence can be applied to 
inform future strategies. 

As part of MESA’s Deep 
Dives, in-depth profiling of 
critical topics is undertaken 
in order to provide a 
window into the activities 
within each research area 
and track their progress, to 
help optimize the research 
agenda, where relevant 
support communities of 
practice, and ultimately 
facilitate an evidence-based 
policy process.

MESA Track is an online, open 
platform established by the MESA 
Alliance, with the aims to identify and 
provide a comprehensive view of 
ongoing research projects pertinent to 
malaria to allow for the review of the 
broader portfolio of emerging data for  
priority malaria areas. 

MESA Track maps the malaria 
research arena through active 
identification of projects, both through 
review of funders and organization 
databases, validated by direct 
interaction. This identifies the active 
investments, not yet published, to 
track the expected outputs to facilitate 
early and timely consideration into 
future research strategies as well as 
rapidly translated to policy 
consideration. A variety of 
stakeholders, including researchers, 
funders, and policymakers can use 
MESA Track to be aware of the major 
activities ongoing in their respective 
areas, and help identify potential gaps.  
This can allow one set of data to help 
focus resources where most needed.  

Figure 4. Additional research areas where a landscape exercise has been 
undertaken. 

CONCLUSIONS
The potential administration of the endectocide drug ivermectin to control malaria transmission is gaining 
increased attention from the scientific community.  The MESA Track data has supported discussion to 
develop a common research agenda and what can be expected to help facilitate translation to policy. In 
order to drive the pathway forward, the direction of a research area needs to be informed based on focus 
and gaps, and in the same way, the optimization of funder investment strategies and policy targets and 
recommendations. 

Deep Dives aim to provide an area for research groups working on a specific topic to highlight their work

and impact. They are continuously updated to reflect how evidence evolves. Moreover, by landscaping 
specific areas of research, the “deep dive” process also attempts to support and help the Global Malaria 
Programme (GMP) and others to accelerate the generation and use of evidence.

MESA Track is a unique platform to piece together all the ongoing research related to a specific scientific 
area and can help landscape the ongoing research agenda and also anticipate the generation of evidence 
while the projects are still ongoing. This mapping platform can help recognize the challenges most in need 
of a response and the potential knowledge gaps enabling the malaria community to respond 
accordingly. 
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Figure 3. Projects timeline. 

RESULTS
In order to produce a landscape of the current research in ivermectin for vector control, with a focus on 
malaria vectors, a comprehensive database of the current research activities was created.

24 projects were validated by the research groups and published in the open MESA Track platform, 
with descriptive information of each and complementary outputs such as presentations from meetings 
and project briefs. 

Figure  1. Projects by geographic location. 

Figure 2. Number of projects by theme. 

*Note that some projects may have more than one theme.


